
402 East 5th St
Moscow, ID 83843

(208) 882-2591

Moscow High School Counseling Center Update
November 11, 2021

Last week we promoted College Application Week to encourage seniors to apply for their next
step in education, and many of our seniors have been working hard on college applications,
personal essays, and the FAFSA.  We also held our College & Career Night on November 3rd,
where 24 colleges, universities, post-secondary support organizations, and branches of the
armed forces visited MHS to talk with students and parents.

As evidenced by the variety of representatives at our College & Career Night, we use the term
“college” in the broadest sense to include many forms of education beyond high school.  Since
we live in Moscow, it’s easy to think of “college” to mean the public four-year institutions in our
backyard like the University of Idaho, Washington State University, and Lewis-Clark State
College, or perhaps some other out-of-state universities or private colleges inside and outside of
Idaho come to mind, but we want students to know that there are a variety of options to explore.

When we meet with students, we talk with them about four-year college and other options that
could be a good fit as well.  Some of our students are looking at two-year programs, since these
offer academic flexibility, lower cost, and professional certifications, such as Tomography
through LC State, Wastewater Treatment through North Idaho College, or Radiation Safety
through the College of Eastern Idaho.  Other students want to “earn while you learn” through a
registered apprenticeship program.  These can run through employers or trade unions such as
this Fork Lift Operator training, or through colleges like LC State or North Idaho College who
offer programs in trades like Electrical, HVAC, and Plumbing.

The armed forces can be a way to pay for college programs, but it can also be a college
program in itself.  For example, members of the Air Force are automatically enrolled in the
Community College of the Air Force to begin working on an associate’s degree in applied
science.  We also have students looking at formal gap year programs or religious missions.  Any
opportunity to get out of your comfort zone and learn about the world is a good thing!

Whatever it looks like, we want our students to find the education, training, and skills that will set
them up for success after high school, and we’re happy to help our students explore options.
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https://www.lcsc.edu/program-finder/computed-tomography
https://www.nic.edu/programs/viewProgram.aspx?program_id=112
https://www.cei.edu/programs-of-study/health-professions/radiation-safety
https://www.labor.idaho.gov/dnn/Job-Seekers/On-the-Job-Training/Apprenticeships
https://teamsterstraining.org/fork-lift/
https://www.lcsc.edu/workforce-training/explore-training/apprenticeship-training
https://www.nic.edu/websites/default.aspx?dpt=218
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Barnes/CCAF/
mailto:hicked@msd281.org
mailto:andrewsw@msd281.org
mailto:jakichc@msd281.org
mailto:gregoryk@msd281.org
mailto:bafusr@msd281.org
mailto:robbinsc@msd281.org
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Seniors, if you missed College Application Week, make sure to check the application deadline
for the college or university you are looking at.  In most cases, it’s not too late to apply, and you
can schedule a time to meet with us if you need any help.  You can request transcripts through
your counselor or through our registrar, Colleen Robbins, by completing an MHS Transcript
Request Form.  Seniors can also ask Ms. Robbins about posting their SAT or ACT scores to
their transcript.

Seniors looking at staying in Idaho for college can apply for free at Apply Idaho.  You will need
your state identification number, which is on your transcript.

Here are some regional Priority Deadlines and Early Action dates for seniors to be aware of.
These are the deadlines you’ll want to use to maximize your chances for admission and a
financial aid package:
November 15, 2021: University of Washington
November 15, 2021: College of Idaho
December 1, 2021: University of Idaho
December 1, 2021: University of Montana
December 1, 2021: Gonzaga University
January 31, 2022: Washington State University
February 1, 2022: Eastern Washington University
February 1, 2022: Oregon State University
February 15, 2022: Boise State University
March 1, 2022: Lewis-Clark State College
March 1, 2022: College of Southern Idaho
May 1, 2022: North Idaho College
June 1, 2022: College of Eastern Idaho
July 30, 2022: College of Western Idaho

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opened for submission on October 1st.
This application is required for all seniors who want to be considered for any form of federal aid
in college, including Work-Study, and is also required to be considered for many scholarship
opportunities.  The first step in completing the FAFSA is for students and parents to both apply
for a Federal Student Aid ID (FSAID).

https://go.oncehub.com/mhscounselors
https://apply.nextsteps.idaho.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
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Juniors and Seniors, if you’re looking at out-of-state colleges, make sure to check the list of
colleges and universities at the Western Undergraduate Exchange.  These western-state
institutions offer significantly discounted tuition for Idaho students.  This discount is not
dependent on income eligibility, but sometimes high school GPA is a factor, and applying early is
crucial.  Washington State University, for example, offers a WUE Award (“Distinguished Cougar
Award”) of $11,000 for students with a 3.4 and above as long as they apply to WSU by January
31st, 2022.  Not all colleges in the west participate in the WUE, and each can have different
criteria for the award, so let us know if you’d like any help researching more about the WUE.

We can direct you to the college representatives who were here for College & Career Night, or
you can check out one of the Virtual College Fairs sponsored by the National Association for
College Admission Counseling (NACAC).  The next virtual college fair is Sunday, November
14th.  Nearly 400 colleges are participating in these fairs, including Boise State University,
Washington State University, Eastern Washington University, Gonzaga University, and the
University of Washington.  If you are considering liberal arts institutions, check out this
presentation by the "Northwest 5" to learn about Whitman College in Walla Walla, Willamette
University in Salem, Reed College in Portland, University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, and Lewis
& Clark College in Portland.

We’ve met with all of our seniors individually to talk about their ideas beyond high school, so
now it’s time to plan for Junior Credit Checks.  We want to meet individually with all juniors
before next semester begins.  This is a time for us to discuss graduation requirements, the Four
Year Plan, and post-secondary possibilities. Schedule a time to meet with us sometime within
the next few weeks.

The deadline for registering for an AP Exam is Monday, November 15, but the sooner the
better since there is a late fee of $40 registering after that deadline.  Students can ask their
teachers for join-codes.  Upon joining, students will automatically be registered for an AP exam.
If students have joined but do not want to take an AP exam anymore, then they will need to tell
their AP teacher or Ms. Bafus. Students who are not in an AP class but still want to take an
exam can ask Ms. Bafus for a join-code. AP Exams cost $96 and can be covered by a
Student's Advanced Opportunities funding.  After they are registered, students will need to
request funding for their exams.

https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/wue-savings-finder/
https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/wue-savings-finder/
https://admission.wsu.edu/scholarships/scholarship-awards/cougar-award/
https://admission.wsu.edu/scholarships/scholarship-awards/cougar-award/
https://www.virtualcollegefairs.org/conventions
https://www.palousepathways.org/events
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
https://mhs.msd281.org/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/testing/advanced_placement
https://mhs.msd281.org/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/testing/advanced_placement/advanced_opportunities_funding_instructions
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The deadline to withdraw from a UI Dual Credit course is December 3rd, 2021. If a student
withdraws, they will have a “W” on their UI transcript and will need to pay for the next dual credit
course(s) attempted before Advanced Opportunities state funding can again be used to pay for
Dual Credit Courses.

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is a free assessment available to any
sophomore, junior, or senior.  The ASVAB, which is especially useful for students who are
considering joining the armed forces, will be held on Wednesday, November 17th.  Students
must sign up in the counseling center by Tuesday, November 16th.

Juniors, now is a good time to start planning for the SAT and ACT.  The Idaho SAT day at MHS
is Wednesday, April 13th, and along with taking the SAT that day, you can think about when you
would want to self-register for a different SAT date or for the ACT.  Princeton Review is holding
an SAT Strategy Session on Tuesday, December 7th and an ACT Strategy Session on Tuesday,
December 8th.  Many universities are test-optional now, but a good score can still help your
chances for admission.

ACT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

December 11, 2021 November 5, 2021 November 19, 2021

February 12, 2022 January 7, 2022 January 21, 2022

April 2, 2022 February 25, 2022 March 11, 2022

SAT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

December 4, 2021 November 4, 2021 November 23, 2021

March 2, 2022 February 11, 2022 March 1, 2022

May 7, 2022 April 8, 2022 April 26, 2022

https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/489625?z=10017
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/489626?z=10017
https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
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PSAT scores should be available on December 7th. These will be posted online, and students
will need to create an account through CollegeBoard to access them.  If you provided an email
address when taking the PSAT, then you will receive an email with instructions.  Students who
want to review their PSAT scores can come to the counseling office during Access on Thursday,
December 9th.  We can also help show you how to connect your scores to Khan Academy for a
free practice guide.  To retrieve your PSAT answer book, visit Ms. Bafus in the Career Center.

We are putting Meal Kits together for the upcoming Thanksgiving and Winter Vacations.
Please let your counselor or Ms. Gregory know if you would like one.

An Idaho Food Bank School Pantry is conveniently located in the Moscow High School to help
you get food for your family for no charge.  We are thankful for our partnership with the Idaho
Food Bank and local donors.  To access the Food Pantry by appointment or for more
information, contact Diana Hicke or Kayce Gregory. Also note that all Moscow School District
students can get breakfast and lunch at school free of charge during this school year.

Want to schedule an appointment with your MHS counselor? Students and parents can
sign up to meet with us to discuss individual planning, academic and college advising, or
personal concerns, and can request a meeting at: http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors.

https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
mailto:hicked@msd281.org
mailto:gregoryk@msd281.org
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
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Question from an MHS student: If I get a B in my Dual Credit class, does that mean that I can
never have a 4.0 in college?

Answer: Assume that’s the case, but there may be more nuance to consider.  Dual Credit
grades indeed become part of your college transcript at the institution through which you are
taking Dual Credit, and any college that you apply to in the future will want all of your previous
college transcripts.  It is up to them how to transcribe the grades, so you’ll want to check with
the Admission Counselor at your college of interest to see what their policy is.

We checked with Jessica Eby, Assistant Director of Admissions at the University of Idaho.  She
said any Dual Credit classes will count toward your GPA at the U of I, “which is why it is so
important for students to keep their grades up while taking dual credit classes.  It can be
especially tough for a student to recover if they get a D or F in a dual credit class.”

Justin Wamsley at Washington State University had a similar answer but noted that you’ll have a
separate WSU-only GPA too.  He told us that your transfer GPA from Dual Credits will be a part
of your cumulative GPA in college, “but it will not be factored into their WSU GPA.  So someone
could bring over a B from a dual credit class and still have a WSU GPA of 4.0.”

It’s also possible that an institution would transcribe Dual Credit grades on a Pass/Fail basis,
which would make them GPA-neutral.  One last thing to consider is that a graduate school (such
as Law or Medical school) could be paying closer attention to your grades within certain classes
and create their own GPA / grading scale to assess your admission.

As you can see, there can be variance among colleges, but your best bet is to get the grades in
your Dual Credit classes that you would be proud to have on your college transcripts.

If a friend or loved one is in crisis, there is help available.
Call 911 if there is an imminent danger to self or others.

Idaho Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-208-398-HELP (4357) [Call or Text]
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) [Call]

The Crisis Text Line [Text 741741] can receive texts about any number of issues,
including isolation, anxiety, depression, self-harm, stress, abuse, grief, etc.


